_ a—Back Page AMUSEMENTS. THE EVENING STAR, WASHINGTON, D. C., TUESDAY, MAY 20, 1941, AMUSEMENTS,

Emil Boreo Knows the Trick ! HEEE=="""7 ) | awuseweTs. - L

Of Interview in Pantomime

Still Vital Comedian of ‘Chauve Souris’
Thinks What Entertainment Needs
Is More Childlike Spirit

By JAY CARMODY.

If vou were Emil Boreo, or vice versa. vour voungsters would get
every co-operation when they want to “put on a show.” If it required
demolishing the house, or reducing it to a minor shambles, Mr. Boreo still
would say ves. To him, the devastation comes under the sacred name of
art and not without reason.

The reason is the “Chauve Souris,” that magnificent musical whlmsy
which came out of Moscow mon —=
decades ago to awaken the child- | begins and before one can affirm or
like heart in people who fancied | deny the knowledge, Boreo goes on:
themselves as , - "It began in a basement in Mos-
sophisticates. | cow, a basement where artists—the

That show { imperial ballet members, Pavlowa,
whose material Chaliapin and all the others came
etill serves Boreo to wine and dine after their per-
excellently as | formances. Balieff (the great clown
one of the most i | of the musical) was the maitre d’ho-
elfin comedians, tel. He used to ask the great per-
even before lac- formers to entertain. They did, the
guered (we said greatest of them, in the most in-
“lacquered™ formal. spontaneous after-theater
night club audi- show in the world."”
ences which are Even the melancholy Russians,
the most difficult the ones who wrote its literature,
of all, was born forgot to be melancholy in Balieff's
much the same 7 | basement. Theyv sang and danced,
wayv as the en- i | first for themselves, then for the
tertainment Jay Carmody, old aristocracy which began to par-
children *“put on.” Moreover, its| ticipate in the festivities.
spirit was quite the same, a thing of | Boreo, then a member of neither
freshness, ingeniousness, imagina- | the art group nor the aristocracy,
tive and simple. got to the party much as an Ameri-

¥ ¥ o= % can voungster would get to a ecircus,

Boreo, reminiscing about the |or crash a frolic for a movie star
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one realizes it, he is singing and “Gradually, the staff of the cafe | ana umer ln S 1 ence out them,” she explains. This will

dancing to illustrate a point he is | started putting on its own show. Mv

1: et \ save the studio a lot of dollars. The
making. The point mav have to | 0rst part was the rear of a horse in I M ( ; ld P h long, thigh-length stockings cost
do with his famous, ageless “Wooden | & skit in which the great, plump S Ore 0 en’ el' aps $60 a palr, and sometimes as many | =
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Soldier” number, or the TItalian | aristocrat rode to the party in his | as three pairs a day were destroved

opera skit, the one about the soldier | fine carriage. The climax came| By SHEILAH GRAHAM, in action. Sonja would also like to
and his sweetheart, or any other | When the poor, scrawny beast would | HOLLYWOOD. eliminate skirts because thev slow
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